
Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

 

We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a sovereign, socialist, secular, 

democratic, republic, and to secure to all its citizens: 

 

Justice: Social, economic, and political; 

Liberty: Of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship; 

Equality: Of status and opportunity; 

Fraternity: Assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation; 

 

In our constituent assembly, this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt, enact, and give 

to ourselves this Constitution. 

 

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution serves as the introductory statement that outlines the 

fundamental values and objectives of the Constitution. It conveys the essence of the Constitution and 

the aspirations of the people of India. In a more technical sense, the Preamble can be dissected into its 

components and analyzed as follows: 

 

1. Sovereign: This term signifies that India is an independent nation and possesses the authority to 

govern itself without external interference. It implies the absence of any higher authority governing the 

country. 

 

2. Socialist: The term "Socialist" reflects the commitment to achieve social and economic equality 

among the citizens of India. This is pursued through progressive economic policies and measures that 

aim to reduce disparities. 

 

3. Secular: The term "Secular" emphasizes that the Indian state does not endorse any particular religion 

as its official religion. It ensures the freedom of religion and equal treatment of all religious communities 

under the law. 

 

4. Democratic: "Democratic" signifies that the governance of India is based on the principles of 

representative democracy. People elect their representatives through free and fair elections to make 

decisions on their behalf. 



 

5. Republic: The term "Republic" indicates that India's head of state, i.e., the President, is elected by the 

people and holds a position of honor but without absolute powers. 

 

6. Justice: The Preamble aspires to secure social, economic, and political justice for all citizens. This is 

achieved by creating a just and equitable legal system that upholds the rights of individuals. 

 

7. Liberty: "Liberty" implies individual freedom, which is essential for personal growth and development. 

Citizens have the right to freedom of speech, expression, movement, and other fundamental rights. 

 

8. Equality: The term "Equality" signifies the absence of discrimination based on factors such as caste, 

gender, religion, or economic status. It aims to create a society where every individual has equal 

opportunities. 

 

9. Fraternity: "Fraternity" refers to a sense of brotherhood and unity among all citizens. It promotes 

social harmony and mutual respect, transcending barriers of religion, language, and region. 

 

Historical Facts about the Preamble of the Indian Constitution 

 

Influence of Various Constitutions: The Preamble of the Indian Constitution draws inspiration from 

various sources, including the American Constitution, the French Revolution's ideals of liberty, equality, 

and fraternity, and the objectives laid out in the Objectives Resolution by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1946. 

 

Drafting Committee and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the chairman of the Drafting 

Committee, played a pivotal role in shaping the Preamble. He eloquently articulated the core values and 

aspirations of the Indian people. 

 

Debate and Discussions: The members of the Constituent Assembly engaged in extensive debates and 

discussions to finalize the wording of the Preamble. It underwent several revisions before reaching its 

current form. 

 

Inclusion of "Socialist" and "Secular": The terms "Socialist" and "Secular" were added to the Preamble 

through the 42nd Amendment in 1976. This amendment aimed to reflect India's commitment to social 

and economic justice and its respect for religious diversity. 



 

Symbol of Unity and Diversity: The Preamble embodies the principle of unity in diversity, reflecting 

India's rich cultural, linguistic, and religious pluralism while striving for national unity. 

 

Constitution Adoption Date: The Preamble was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 

1949, which is celebrated as Constitution Day (or National Law Day) in India. 

 

Influence on Judicial Interpretation: The Preamble has been considered an integral part of the 

Constitution by the Indian judiciary. It serves as a key to understanding the Constitution's spirit and 

guiding principles. 

 

Declaration of Fundamental Rights: The Preamble declares the intent to secure justice, liberty, equality, 

and fraternity to all citizens. These principles laid the foundation for the subsequent chapters on 

Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy. 

 

Reflection of Aspirations: The Preamble reflects the aspirations of the Indian people for a just, inclusive, 

and progressive society, and it sets the tone for the entire Constitution. 

 

Amendments and Evolving Interpretations: Over the years, the Preamble has been subject to 

amendments and interpretations, reflecting the evolving socio-political landscape of India. 

 

In short, the Preamble to the Indian Constitution encapsulates the historical influences, debates and 

aspirations that have shaped the foundation of the country's governance and principles since its 

inception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


