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Chapter 6: Citizenship

Definition of Citizenship:

« Citizenship is the legal status and membership of an individual in a
particular nation or state, entitling them to rights, privileges, and

responsibilities within that political community.
Key Concepts in Citizenship:

1. Citizen: A citizen is a legally recognized member of a nation or state,

possessing both rights and duties.

2. Alien: An alien is a foreigner who is not a citizen of the country in which

they reside.

3. Dual Citizenship: Dual citizenship is the status of being a citizen of two
countries simultaneously.
Acquisition of Citizenship:

« Citizenship can be acquired through various means, including birth within
the country, descent (parentage), marriage, naturalization, or through

special provisions.
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Rights and Duties of Citizens:

1. Rights: Citizens enjoy certain rights such as the right to vote, work, travel,
and access social services. These rights may vary from one country to

another.

2. Duties: Citizenship comes with responsibilities, including obeying the law,

paying taxes, and participating in the democratic process.
Citizenship and Identity:

« Citizenship often plays a significant role in shaping an individual's identity

and sense of belonging within a nation or state.
Loss of Citizenship:

« Citizenship can be lost through renunciation, voluntary acquisition of

another citizenship, or in some cases, through legal action.
Global Citizenship:

« Some individuals and organizations advocate for global citizenship,
emphasizing the responsibilities of individuals toward global issues like

human rights and environmental conservation.

Conclusion:

« Citizenship is a legal status conferring both rights and responsibilities. It is

a crucial aspect of political identity and participation in a democratic society.




Question Answer

1. Citizenship as full and equal membership of a political community involves
both rights and obligations. Which rights could citizens expect to enjoy in most
democratic states today? What kind of obligation will they have to their state and

fellow citizens?

Answer: Citizens in most democratic states can expect to enjoy the following

rights:
Right to Vote: The right to participate in free and fair elections.

Freedom of Expression: The right to express opinions, freedom of speech,

and access to information.

Right to Equality: Protection against discrimination based on race, gender,

religion, etc.

Right to Work: The right to pursue a profession and earn a living.

Social Services: Access to education, healthcare, and social security.
Obligations to their state and fellow citizens may include:

Obeying Laws: Adhering to the laws of the country.

Paying Taxes: Contributing financially to support public services.
Participating in Democracy: Voting and participating in civic and political
activities.

Respecting Rights of Others: Respecting the rights and freedoms of fellow

citizens.




2. All citizens may be granted equal rights, but all may not be able to equally

exercise them. Explain.

Answer: While citizens in a democracy may have equal legal rights, not all may be
able to equally exercise these rights due to various factors such as economic

disparities, education levels, and social status. For example:

« Economic Disparities: Citizens with lower incomes may struggle to access
quality education or healthcare, limiting their ability to exercise their rights
fully.

Education: Those with limited education may not fully understand their

rights or how to exercise them effectively.

Discrimination: Discrimination based on race, gender, or other factors can

hinder certain groups from exercising their rights.

3. Write a short note on any two struggles for the full enjoyment of citizen rights
which have taken place in India in recent years. Which rights were being claimed

in each case?
Answer:

a. Right to Information (RTT) Act: Citizens and activists in India advocated for

the RTT Act, which grants citizens the right to access government information.

This struggle aimed to enhance transparency, fight corruption, and ensure the

right to information.

b. Section 377 Repeal: The LGBTQ+ community in India fought for the repeal of
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which criminalized homosexuality. This




struggle sought to secure equal rights, including the right to personal freedom and

non-discrimination.

4. What are some of the problems faced by refugees? In what ways could the

concept of global citizenship benefit them?

Answer: Refugees often face problems such as displacement, loss of homes, and

limited access to basic services. The concept of global citizenship could benefit

them by:

+ Ensuring Protection: Global citizens could advocate for the protection of

refugee rights and demand more humane treatment.

Providing Aid: Global citizenship can encourage international aid and

assistance to refugees.

Promoting Inclusion: It can push for the inclusion of refugees in host

countries' societies and economies, reducing their marginalization.

5. Migration of people to different regions within the country is often resisted by
the local inhabitants. What are some of the contributions that the migrants could

make to the local economy?
Answer: Migrants can contribute to the local economy in several ways:

« Labor Force: Migrants often fill labor gaps, particularly in industries with

labor shortages.

« Economic Growth: They can boost local economies by increasing demand

for goods and services.




o Cultural Diversity: Migrants can bring cultural diversity, which can lead to
cultural exchanges and economic opportunities, such as tourism and cultural

events.

6. “Democratic citizenship is a project rather than an accomplished fact even in
countries like India which grant equal citizenship.” Discuss some of the issues

regarding citizenship being raised in India today.
Answer: In India, issues related to citizenship include:

Cultural Diversity: Balancing the rights of different cultural and religious

groups.
Tribal Rights: Protecting the rights and habitat of tribal communities.
Refugee Crisis: Addressing the needs of refugees and migrants.

Discrimination: Combating discrimination and ensuring equal rights for

all.

Citizenship Amendment: Debates over proposed changes to citizenship

laws.
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