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Narration in English grammar refers to the process of conveying a story,
event, or incident, either in spoken or written form, by changing the

perspective from which it is presented.

In English grammar, there are two primary types of narration: direct speech and

indirect speech.

1. Direct Speech: This type of narration involves quoting the exact words
spoken by a person, enclosed within quotation marks. It is used to represent

someone's speech verbatim.
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2. Indirect Speech: Indirect speech involves reporting what someone has said

without quoting their exact words. Instead, it summarizes or paraphrases

the original statement and typically introduces a reporting verb (e.g., said,

told) to attribute the statement to the speaker.

DIRECT SPEECH:

» Direct speech is a form of narration in English grammar where the exact
words spoken by a person are enclosed within quotation marks. It is a way to

convey someone's speech verbatim.

In direct speech, the speaker's words are presented as they were spoken,
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preserving the original phrasing and punctuation. This form of narration is

used to provide a sense of immediacy and authenticity to the spoken words.
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Quotation marks (" ") are used to indicate the beginning and end of the

quoted speech. For example: She said, "I'll be there at 3 PM."

Direct speech is commonly used in storytelling and dialogue in both written
and spoken communication. It allows readers or listeners to hear the

speaker's words directly.




» When using direct speech, it's important to accurately attribute the spoken
words to the speaker by including phrases like "said [speaker's name]." This
helps clarify who is speaking.

Direct speech is often used in informal contexts, such as casual
conversations and fictional narratives, to make dialogues engaging and

realistic.

» When converting direct speech into indirect speech (reported speech), the
original words are paraphrased or summarized, and certain changes in tense,
pronouns, and word order may occur. For example, "She said, 'I am happy"

can become "She said that she was happy" in indirect speech.

INDIRECT SPEECH:

» Indirect speech, also known as reported speech, is a form of narration in

English grammar where the words spoken by a person are reported or
summarized without quoting them verbatim. Instead of using quotation
marks, indirect speech often introduces a reporting verb (e.g., said, told) to

attribute the statement to the speaker.

» 'The primary purpose of indirect speech is to convey what someone else has

said while providing a concise and paraphrased version of their original




words. This form of narration is commonly used in formal writing and

reporting.

In indirect speech, the reporting verb is followed by the conjunction "that,"
and then the statement being reported. For example: She said that she

would arrive at 3 PM.

Indirect speech may involve changes in tense, pronouns, and word order
compared to the original direct speech. These changes are made to fit the

reporting context and are known as backshift or shift of tense.

The use of indirect speech is prevalent in journalistic reporting, academic

writing, and formal letters, as it allows for the accurate conveyance of
information and statements made by others without the need for quotation

marks.

When converting direct speech into indirect speech, it's essential to
maintain clarity by correctly attributing the statement to the speaker and

adjusting the verb tense and pronouns as needed.




» Indirect speech helps provide a more organized and coherent presentation
of information, making it suitable for conveying statements, opinions, and

reported facts.

PARTS OF DIRECT SPEECH:

» Direct speech, which involves quoting the exact words spoken by a person,

consists of several key elements and components:

Quotation Marks: Direct speech is typically enclosed within double
quotation marks ("). These marks indicate the beginning and end of the

quoted speech. For example: She said, "I'll be there at 3 PM."

Speech Verbs: Speech verbs, also known as reporting verbs, are verbs that
introduce or attribute the spoken words to the speaker. Common speech
verbs include "said," "asked," "shouted," "whispered," and more. These
verbs clarify who is speaking and are often placed before or after the quoted

speech. For example: She exclaimed, "It's a beautiful day!"

Speaker's Words: The core of direct speech consists of the actual words

spoken by the person. These words are presented within the quotation

marks and are reproduced exactly as they were spoken, including

punctuation and phrasing. For example: "I can't believe it!"




» Commas and Punctuation: In direct speech, the punctuation inside the
quotation marks reflects the original speaker's punctuation. Common
punctuation marks used within direct speech include periods, commas,
exclamation marks, and question marks. For example: She asked, "How are

you today?"

Reporting the Speaker: To ensure clarity, it is common to identify the

speaker by including their name or a pronoun in the sentence. This helps

readers or listeners know who is speaking. For example: John said, "I love

this book."

Speech Context: Direct speech often occurs within a broader context of
narration or dialogue. It can be part of a conversation, a story, or a piece of
writing. The context surrounding the direct speech provides additional
information and helps readers understand the significance of the spoken

words.

Tone and Emotion: Direct speech can convey the speaker's tone, emotion,
and attitude through their words. For example, a statement spoken with
excitement may include exclamation marks, while a question may include a

question mark to indicate uncertainty.




» Attribution: Attribution is the act of crediting the spoken words to the
appropriate speaker. It is crucial to correctly attribute the speech to avoid

confusion. For example: "Mary said, 'T'll be right back,' and then she left."

Reporting Speech in Direct Speech:

» In the context of direct speech, reporting speech refers to the introductory
or attributive part of a sentence that identifies the speaker and sets the stage
for the quoted words. Reporting speech is essential for providing context
and clarity when presenting someone's exact words. Here are key points

about reporting speech in direct speech:

Purpose of Reporting Speech: Reporting speech serves the crucial function
of indicating who is speaking and how their words are being presented. It

connects the quoted speech to the surrounding text or narrative.

Use of Reporting Verbs: Reporting speech often begins with a reporting
verb, also known as a speech verb. Common reporting verbs include "said,"
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"asked," "remarked," "stated," "explained," "whispered," and many others.
These verbs introduce the speaker's words and convey the manner in which

they were spoken.

Attributing the Speaker: It is important to attribute the speech to the

appropriate speaker, either by using their name or a pronoun. This




attribution helps readers or listeners identify who is delivering the quoted

words. For example: John said, "I'll be there soon."

Variety in Reporting Verbs: The choice of reporting verb can convey
nuances about the speaker's tone, attitude, or the nature of the speech. For
instance, "whispered" implies a soft and secretive tone, while "exclaimed"

suggests excitement or surprise.

Placement in Sentences: Reporting speech can appear at the beginning,
middle, or end of a sentence, depending on the desired emphasis and

structure. For example:

At the beginning: Mary exclaimed, "It's incredible!"

In the middle: "It's incredible!" Mary exclaimed.

At the end: "It's incredible!" exclaimed Mary.

Comma Placement: When reporting speech is placed before the quoted
words, a comma typically follows the reporting verb to separate it from the
quoted speech. However, when the reporting speech follows the quoted

words, a comma may not be necessary. For example: She said, "Hello," or

"Hello," she said.




eporting Speech and Context: 1'he choice of reporting speech can also

» Reporting Speech and Context: The ch f reporting speech 1
provide contextual information about the interaction. For instance, "asked"
implies a question, "explained” suggests clarification, and "demanded"

conveys a sense of urgency or authority.

Reported Speech in Direct Speech:

» Reported speech, often referred to as indirect speech, is a grammatical
construction used to convey what someone else has said without quoting
their exact words. In the context of direct speech, reported speech is the
transformation of a direct quotation into an indirect or reported form. Here

are key points about reported speech in direct speech:

Purpose of Reported Speech: Reported speech allows speakers and writers
to report what someone else has said in their own words, often in a more
concise or summarized manner. It is especially useful when paraphrasing or

retelling someone's statement.

Conversion from Direct to Reported Speech: When converting direct

speech to reported speech, several changes are typically made:

Quotation marks are removed.
» The reporting verb (e.g., said, told) is often retained to attribute the

statement.




The tense of the verb may change, depending on the context and time of
reporting.

Pronouns may change to match the subject of the reporting sentence.
Changes in Verb Tense: The most common change in reported speech is

the shift in verb tense. Here are some general guidelines:

Present simple in direct speech becomes past simple in reported speech:
"She said, 'T am happy." becomes "She said that she was happy."
Present continuous in direct speech becomes past continuous in reported

""becomes "He said that he was

speech: "He said, ' am watching T'V.
watching TV."

Pronoun Changes: Pronouns in reported speech may change to match the
subject of the reporting sentence. For example: "He said, 'T will go."

becomes "He said that he would go."

Changes in Time and Place: Adverbs of time and place may also change to

reflect the new reporting context. For example: "She said, 'T will come

tomorrow." becomes "She said that she would come the next day."

Reporting Verb: The reporting verb, such as "said," "told," "asked," etc., is
retained to attribute the statement to the original speaker. It is often

followed by the word "that" in reported speech.




» Maintaining Clarity: Reported speech aims to maintain clarity and
coherence in communication. It allows for the accurate representation of
what someone has said while integrating it into the broader narrative or

conversation.

Use in Writing and Reporting: Reported speech is commonly used in
journalistic reporting, formal writing, and storytelling to present
statements, quotations, and information accurately. It is a valuable tool for
summarizing and conveying spoken words without relying on direct

quotations.
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