FEDERAL FEATURES OF
THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION
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The Indian Constitution is primarily federal in nature. However, it also
exhibits certain unitary features. This hybrid system is often referred to as

"quasi-federal" or "federal with a strong center." Here's a brief explanation:

Federal Characteristics:

Division of Powers: The Indian Constitution clearly defines the powers of
the central government (Union) and state governments. Both levels of
government have their own areas of jurisdiction and responsibilities.

Dual Government: India operates with dual governments - one at the
central level (Union) and multiple at the state level. Each government has its
own legislative, executive, and judicial branches.

Unitary Characteristics:

Strong Center: The Indian Constitution grants certain powers to the

central government that can be used to maintain the unity and integrity of
the nation. In case of conflicts, the central government's authority often
prevails.

Single Constitution: Unlike a confederal system where states retain ultimate
sovereignty, India has a single Constitution that applies uniformly across
the country.

The combination of federal and unitary features in the Indian Constitution
allows for a balance between decentralization of power to states and the

need for a strong central authority to maintain national cohesion. This




unique system is designed to address India's diverse population and complex

governance challenges.

A federal constitution is characterized by a division of powers and
responsibilities between a central (national) government and constituent

states or provinces.

Here are 10 key features of a federal constitution:

Division of Powers: The constitution clearly delineates the powers and
functions of the central government and the state or provincial

governments c

Written Constitution: Federal constitutions are typically codified in a

single, written document that serves as the supreme law of the land.

Bicameral Legislature: Many federal systems have a bicameral (two-
chamber) legislature with one house representing the central government

and another representing the states or provinces.

Independent Judiciary: A federal constitution establishes an independent
judiciary to interpret and uphold the law and resolve disputes between

different levels of government.




Sovereignty: Both the central government and state or provincial
governments have their areas of sovereignty, with neither being subordinate

to the other.

Supremacy Clause: Federal constitutions often include a supremacy clause
that establishes the federal constitution and federal laws as supreme over

state or provincial laws in areas of concurrent jurisdiction.

Concurrent Powers: There are areas of jurisdiction where both the central
and state governments have authority. These are known as concurrent

powcrs.

Autonomy of States: States or provinces in a federal system have a degree of

autonomy and are responsible for matters within their jurisdiction.
Amendment Procedure: Federal constitutions typically have a defined
procedure for amending the constitution, which often involves the

participation of both the central and state governments.

Interstate Relations: A federal constitution addresses the relationships

between states or provinces, including mechanisms for resolving disputes

between them.




Federal systems vary in their specific features and the extent of
centralization or decentralization, but these characteristics generally define

a federal constitution's structure and principles.

While the Indian Constitution is primarily federal with certain unitary

features, it still exhibits several federal characteristics.

Here are seven federal features of the Indian Constitution:

Diwvision of Powers: The Indian Constitution clearly defines the powers and

functions of both the central government (Union) and the state

governments. These divisions are outlined in the Seventh Schedule.

Bicameral Legislature: India has a bicameral parliament consisting of the
Rajya Sabha (Council of States) representing the states and the Lok Sabha
(House of the People) representing the people. This division of

representation reflects federal principles.

Independent Judiciary: India has an independent judiciary responsible for
interpreting and upholding the law, which includes resolving disputes

between the central government and state governments.

Dual Government: India operates with dual governments - one at the central

(Union) level and multiple at the state level. Each government has its own




legislative, executive, and judicial branches, demonstrating federal

characteristics.

Sovereignty of States: State governments in India have sovereignty in matters
falling within their jurisdiction, as outlined in the Constitution. This

reflects the federal principle of state autonomy.

Concurrent Powers: The Indian Constitution grants concurrent powers to
both the central and state governments in certain areas. Both levels of

government can legislate on subjects of common interest, demonstrating

federalism.

Supremacy of the Constitution: The Indian Constitution serves as the
supreme law of the land, and both the central and state governments are
bound by its provisions. This reinforces the federal principle of adherence to

a common constitution.
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